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Gideon 

“To God Be the Glory”  

Created for a Purpose   

Introduction: 
 God will always do what He promises, and will rescue us in times of 
trouble. He can use even the smallest of people to do amazing things 
for His glory.  

Start out by discussing things that might be scary. What are students 
afraid of? Why are these things nerve-wracking? Describe how the story 
they will hear today has to do with some scary-sounding elements. 

Bible Story: Judges 6:11-7:25 

At this time of the Bible, the people of Israel were ruled by judges. Explain 
that a judge was sort of like a governor or special leader that could help 
people. Set the stage by explaining that the people of God often made 
mistakes and did not obey Him. When this happened, sometimes enemies 
came and took over their land. 

Read:   Judges 6:7-10 

When the people of Israel cried out to the Lord on account of the 
Midianites, 8 the Lord sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to 
them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and 
brought you out of the house of slavery. 9 And I delivered you from the hand 
of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove 
them out before you and gave you their land. 10 And I said to you, ‘I am 
the Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you dwell.’ But you have not obeyed my voice.”  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6%3A11-7%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6%3A11-7%3A25&version=NIV
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There was a man named Gideon, who was a farmer. An angel came to 
Gideon and announced that God was going to use him to save the people 
and destroy their enemies. Gideon was doubtful. He was not mighty or 
powerful or a strong warrior. How could God use him? The angel assured 
him that he was the man for the job.  

• Point out to students how this happens a lot. God chooses unlikely 
heroes, like Moses, David, or the disciples, and does incredible 
things. 

  
Describe for children how after the angel visited, Gideon was instructed to 
tear down the idols of the false god, Baal. He took them out of the temple 
and replaced them with God’s altar. You’d think this might give Gideon a 
little boost of confidence, but he was still somewhat doubtful. 

He even made a deal with God.  

Have you ever made a deal with someone?  

Well, Gideon asked God to give him a special sign, just to make sure he 
really was the one God wanted to use to defeat the Midianites: 

Read: Judges 6:36-38 

Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have 
said, 37 behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is 
dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know 
that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.” 38 And it was so. 
When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough 

dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 

Yet Gideon still was not satisfied. He asked God to prove 
Himself again! 
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Read:  Judges 6:39-40:  

Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak 
just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it 
be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.” 40 And 
God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the 
ground there was dew. 

• So now Gideon pretty much knows he has to go through with this, or at 
least we’d hope so. Before he went into battle, though, God did another 
interesting thing. He shrank the army. You would think that defeating a 
big enemy would require making the army bigger, right? Not this time.  

Then Gideon and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the 
spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the 
valley. 

 Read: Judges 7:1-8 

 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved 
me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and 
trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the 
people returned, and 10,000 remained. 
4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the 
water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall 
go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go 
with you,’ shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to 
Gideon, “Everyone who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by 
himself. Likewise, everyone who kneels down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who 
lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people 
knelt down to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I 
will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man 
to his home.” 8 So the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he 
sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of 
Midian was below him in the valley. 
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• So why did God get rid of so many potential fighting soldiers? 
First He cut the army in half, and then cut it down even further! The 
Midianites now outnumbered them almost 50 to 1!  

• If students have not caught on, explain that God wanted to make 
sure HE received the glory for the victory. The Israelites had to 
know there was no possible way they could have done it on their 
own. 

And Gideon? Well, he was still pretty nervous. He sneaked down into the 
Midianite camp and listened in on their conversation. In it, he overheard 
someone discussing a dream he had experienced, in which a big barley cake 
came and knocked over their tent. Gideon took this to mean that they would win 
the battle, and it gave him hope and inspiration. 

Read:  Judges 7:15-18 

As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he 
worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord has 
given the host of Midian into your hand.” 16 And he divided the 300 men into three 
companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, 
with torches inside the jars. 17 And he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. 
When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I 
and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp 
and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’” 

Talk a little about weapons. What kind of weapons seem best for a battle? 
Probably not trumpets and pitchers with fire inside. That seems a bit odd and 
unusual. Do you think God can still use those things to win? Of course! 

Read:  Judges 7:19-23 

So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And 
they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the 
three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands 
the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A 
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his place around the 
camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled.  
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22 When they blew the 300 trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his 
comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward 
Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel 
were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they 
pursued after Midian. 

 

• Wow! Did you catch that? Make sure students are aware just how surprising 
and miraculous this battle was. The Israelites didn’t even have to fight. All they 
had to do was blow their trumpets and smash their pitchers to reveal the torches 
inside. As soon as they startled the army of Midian, the enemies ran away, and 
then started fighting amongst themselves!  

• God did it! He won with Gideon’s help, just as He had promised. 

• Reflect again on how God fulfills His promises and does amazing things 
through His people. 

•  Gideon might have been afraid and doubtful, but he knew He could trust God. 
And so can we!  

• We might not think we are special or strong, but we don’t have to be. We just 
need to be willing to let God work through us. And we know He will give us what 
He promises, because He sent the savior Jesus, just like He said He would! What a 
terrific thing to remember. 

 

Close with prayer and thank God for His power in our lives. Ask for help in 
trusting Him to do great things and for help not to fear 
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Memory Verse: “I am the Lord your God”.  Judges 6:10 

                                                                          

Videos:  

Gideon:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U68cIMZSgvQ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3CDZjpkDKU 
 
 

Video: Veggie Tales – Gideon – The Tuba Warrior  

https://app.pureflix.com/videos/267049510928/play?autoplay=tr
ue&recommended=q%3Aveggie%20tales%20gideon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U68cIMZSgvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3CDZjpkDKU
https://app.pureflix.com/videos/267049510928/play?autoplay=true&recommended=q%3Aveggie%20tales%20gideon
https://app.pureflix.com/videos/267049510928/play?autoplay=true&recommended=q%3Aveggie%20tales%20gideon
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Craft: Gideons Torch  

Color and assemble the torch craft. Fill with candies or snacks if you like.  
Provided by www.orientaltrading.com.  
 

                       
 
 
 
                               
 Feel free to take a picture of their art work or share how your activity went! Post it on our 
Facebook page or share it on GroupMe. Have a Blessed Day & Week! Until we can meet again 

~ Teacher Chrissy 
 
 
Thank you to Ministry-to-Children.com for their generosity of resources 
Copyright © 2007-2020 Ministry-to-Children  
Thank you to www.orientaltrading.com for great craft kits  
 
 



God helps 
Gideon 

defeat the 
Midianites. 

Judges 7:1-21 
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